4 -

Amnsements, eic., Thio Foening.
Boori's THEATER—" Richard I1L" Edwin Booth.
Bowrry THEATER.~*The Twelvs Temptations.”
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Ninwo's GarpeN.—* Loo and Lotos.”
Ovymrie ToeaTeR.—" Alhambra.”
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»
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Reports of Carlist excesses prevall in Apain, == I
Livingstone has heen supplicd from Unysnyembe, =—=
It is sstimated 1hat 60,000 persons attended the funeral
of the French ex-Emperor,

Benator Wilkon and others made statements before the
Poland Credit Mobiller Committes, =——= Sennstor Sher-
twan of Olie advogated o returd o specie pavinents

Dir. 5. N Martin lectured on the * Scientifio Relations
of Prayer,” snd Prof. G. F. Barker on the “Chenileal
Discoveries of the Spectroscope,)’ s=== Dr, Joshus
Loavitt died = The aunnal ball of the Infant Asy-
lam was given at the Academy of Musie, —=== A fire in
Eighth-ave. and another in Duane-st, caused a loss of
179,000 . = Testlmony wis given o the Twesl case
anto the stolen vomchers, = Gold, N3y, 1M1}, ==
Therwmometer, 387, 4747, 45°

The ball last night, for the benefit of the
Foundling Infant Asylum, was as sneeessful
in netting woney for that admirable charity,
as it was in drawing together the choicest re-
presentation of New-York society.

gt

Two hundred and seveuty-one letters were
received at Tre Trinune office vesterday con-
taining money and orders for from one to one
hundred cepies each of the Extra Sheet of
Lectures and Letters.  Several thousand copies
were solid over the counter singly to separate

individual purchasers,
e

Another element of complication has been
introdnced into the contest betwean the Con-
troller and the Chamberlain. The Controller
haviog removed the bookkeeper of the Cham-
berlain's oflice, that sub-official denies that
Mr. Green has auy control over his appoint-
ment or tenure of oftice, and so declines to go.
Meantine there is no promise of any solution
ot the dificulty, and a pew application for an
jujunction on Mr, John Foley is pending.

. —

A member of an eminent banking firm, ex-
anned before the House Committee of Ways
and Means, testifies in substance that it is
better to pay o Syndicate an indirect commis-
gion on transactions in bonds than a direct
one. We print this interesting colloquy to-
day on the third page of Tur TRIBUNE. The
fact that the banker aforesaid proposes some
connection with the new Syndicate shounld be

borne in mind when considering the case.
— ———

Further details of the Gilbert Elevated Rail-
way project, elsewhere printed in Tae Trip-
¢'xg, will reassure those who may have feared
that the proposed road wohld not relicve loeal
needs. A line for the mere purpose of hringing
passengers by main lines into the city would
pot provide much rupid transit for urban and
siburban uses. It is now expressly stated that
the primary ohject of local traffic will still be
kept paramount.

An inquiry into the cause of the Modoe
war, made at the instance of Cougress, has
brought to light nothing vew. K was said,
when the outbreak began, that the war might
have been averted if the Indians had been
diserectly managed ; and that is just what the
official report shows. They were permitted
to roam at will until they thought they would
not be removed to their reservation; then
they were suddenly pounced, mpon. So the

wur began,
———— -

Jo the Senate, yesterday, Mr. Sherman’s bill
th prepare for a reswmption of specie pay-
ments, intended as a substitute for Senator
Buckinghum's measure, was preluded by a
long and elaborate speech. The Senator shows
the demand, obligation, and necessity for re-
sumption, and then proceeds to discuss the
objections and difficulties. His own expedient
appears to be a formal declaration by Congress
that on and after the 1st of January, 1874, the
United States will redeem its notes either with
coin, or—at the option of the Secretary—with
its five per cent coin bonds. This will fuldill
the pledge that the United States will redecm |
jtm notes in coin, and, Mr. Sterman thinks,
will provide for eny contingency of more
notes being preséuted than can be redeemed.

- ——— -

The conference of leading coal operators,
yesterduy, realized what was foreshadowed by
the news first published in our columus.
They agreed substantially to restrict competi-
tion, to form & general association, and to es-
tablish soon & uniform, average price for coal
of about §5 at shipping pointa such as ut,
Weehawken, and Elizabethport, making the cost
to the consumer in New-York about $7 per
tun, or wbout #1 more on the average than
the present price. “The great operators profess
to be satisfied with a fair profit, 1f they carry
oul the bold scheme of united action contom-

plated, the public will be comparativoly help-
loss. The consumers must depend on reatrict-
ive legislation, the possibilily of dissensions
among the great companies, and the fear that
the patience of the public may be tried too
far by exorhitant rates. The disposition of
the eompanies to encourage dircct trade, and
to place Jarge snd small buyoers on in equal-
ity, seems to be the only satisfactory feature
of the canference.

The lecture of Prof. Barker at Cooper Insti-
tute, lest evening, which we report m full and
illnstrate with drawings, was in some respecta
a hazardous experiment. Treading in the
footsteps of Prof. Tyndall, in the same hall,
he lectured to almost the same audience, with
nearly the same apparatus, upon the very sub-
ject with which that eminent physicist con-
cluded his course—spectrum analysis. 1t would
seem, however, that Prof. Tyndall had opened
a pathway to public favor which did not close
with his departore. The popular interest in
science bas evidently undergone permanent
cxpansion, Prof. Barker dealt less with the
philosophy of science than with 1ts practical
results, He sueceeded in demonstrating to a
delighted audience that the brilliant displays
of experiment afforded by his subject, ave di-
rectly related to the means which it affords for
research. The bright lings of color are the
handwriting of the elements, by which they
may always be known. The practical uses, as
recently discovered, of this mode of analysis
in manufacturing operations, in detecting
adulterations, and in scientific resefirch in
murder trials, have never before been brought
together in a shape so fitted for popular com-

prehension.
——————

Attention will be attracted to Senator Wil-
son's sbatement before the Crédit Mobilier In-
vestignting Commiltee, yesterday, rather than
to any other point iu the investigation. Last
Summer, when Mr. Wilson was numbered
amont those who had been speculating in this
suspicious stock, Gen. J. R. Hawley made a
speech vehemently denying that the Senator
had sny part or lot in the business, He said:
| defy the world to prove that he over took
“qu dollar's intercat in any measure which has

“pome  before Uongress. I defy the
“whole world to prove that he
“his a cent's interest in the

“ Northern Pacifie, Central Pacific or Southern
“ Railromd, or in stocks, bonds, or contracts
“of any sort.” This speech Mr. Wilson sent
to The Troy Whig with a note saying: “I
“gend you a speech of Gen. Hawley. His
“ atatement is correct; but 1 do not wish to
“ write any more létters,” He added that he
hiad made but one speculation sinee he went
into the Senate, when he bought a house, It
appeared then that this was intended as an
explicit denial, thongh some of the language
was vagie. It now seems, by Mr. Wilson's
testimony, that  the investment in Crédit
Mobilier stock which he made was not his
own; it was his wife's.. The evasioa is in-
genious and complete,

A4 DISPATCH WHICH FAILED TO ARRIVE.

There is no reason to anticipate nny serions
complications between our Government and
that of Spain as a result of the guestion of
veracity which has arisen between them. The
contradiction is itself rather implied than di-
reet. The Secretary of State has submitted to
Congress o note of an unusual chamcter, un-
der date of October 20, 1872, in wkich he di-
rects the American Eunvoy to administer to
the Spawvish Government one of the most re-
markable lectures ever delivered by one
power to another. The instructions were us
clear and explieit as they were severe, and
amounted to little leas than a formal arrmign-
ment of Spain on the charge of continued
duplicity and bad faith, and demanded in
a summary mauner the punctual and exact
performance of the repeated promises mude by
Spain in relation to emancipation and colonial
reforms. It is in the highest degree improbable
that a Minister 8o sagacious and experienced
as (Gen, Sicklea should have neglected to act
upon these instructions. The published corre-
gpondence, however, threw no light upon this
question. We were left to infer that the
Minister obeyed his orders ; that the presenta-
tion of the considerations so cogently set
forth by the Secretary of State produced so
gtrong an effect upon the mind of Seior
Ruiz Zorrilla and his Cabinet gs to indoce
them to lay before the Cortes a scheme for
the immediate abelition of Slavery in Porto
Rico. The publication of thyg correspondence
before these salutary measures were accom-
plished seemed to ud extremely impolitic and
inconsiderate toward the Spanish Cabinet.
But we attributed it to the natural desire of
the State Department to lay before the coun-
try the record of an earnest and apparently
snecessful exercise of our moral influence n a
right direction.

But the dispatches of yesterday morning
from Madrid bring the astonishing news that
the President of the Conneil, in a speech in
the Cortes, positively and categorically deniod
that apy correspondence bad passed between
the two Governments on this subject; that he
had instructed the diplomatic representatives
of Spain to deny that the Spanish Govern-
ment had received any notes from Secretary
Fish upon the subject of BSlavery; and,
growing more and more exhanstive in
his denial, he said he wus unaware
of the existence of a note from
uny foreign Eovernment on the matter; and
80 as to avoid any room for equivocation he
declared that if Mr. Fish had sent any such
note to Mr. Sickles the latter had not com-
munieated it to the Government of Spain, It
would not be eusy to frame a denial more
complete and satisfactory than this, It places
the Department of State in a position of ex-
treme delicacy. When the correspondence
wus first published we polnted out the compli-
cations which would arise from a publication so
indiscreet, but we were not prepared for so
prompt and effective a demonstration from
the Cabinet of Madrid, The dilemma has no

tions had wot been carried out in Madrid, there
is an apparent disingemuousness in printing
this note to create the impression in America
thiit our pressure was the cause of the pro-
jeeted reforms, If. he did not know this, the
discipline of the Department is extraordinarily
lax, and the publication was a piece of reck-
loss thoughtlessness.

In any event the effect of the ineident can-
not but be unfortunate. The Rpanish Gov-
ernment will be greatly embarrassed in ita
plans of reform by the suspicion that it bad
yielded to foreign influence, and if there are
any members of our own Congress who care
anything for the honor and digpity of our
relations with foreign powers, they will require
some explanation of au preurrence so unusial
and so disagreeable. We may not by striot
diplomatic rules have the right to questio

the Government of Seiior Ruiz Zorrills in

relation 10 & communication made by him to

favorable horn. If Mr. Fish knew his instrue-
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the Legislative Body in 8pain. Bat the whole
connbry read yesterday the words in which he
indireetly accenses our (iovernment of a dechp-
tion practiced wupon onr own people. It .is
highly desirable that this should be explained.

THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE ON TRIAL.
The letter from Mr. Arinori Mori, the
Chargé d'Affiaires of Japan, to Professor Whit-
ney, which we published rocently, opens
the most important question in practical phi-
lology ever presenied to the world, There is
something stupendous about Mr. Mori's plan,
It contemplates nothing less than the deliber-
ate tejection of their own language and the
adoption of another utterly different one, by
the people of *an  empire of forty millions.
Mr. Mori rocognizes the impossibility of mak-
ing 0 cumbrous language like' the Japanese
serve as a vehicle for the new ideas and the
enormously enlarged relations of the new
Japan, He sees the advantages which
would  resnlt from the adoption of
a live and flexible speech like the English,
terse and concise, almost free from inflections
or gramnmar. DBut he shrinks from recoms
mending to his conntrymen the terrible labor
which is necessary to surmount the difficul-
ties which be has himself devoted years to
conqnering, and if the English language is to
be adopted in place of the Japanese, he wants
it to be pruned of its irregular verbs, its
capricions plurals, and its lawless variations of
spelling and sound, It is easy enough for us
to read
“Though the tongh congh and biecough plough me
through,

Btraight through the slough I'll thoronghly pursus, ™
but the acquisition of the true pronuneiation
of these lines would be a week's work to the
average foreigner. Mr. Mori proposes to dis-
pose of this difficulty at once by phonetic
gpelling. The enterprise Kol making forty
millions of people learn a new lunguage is
one 8o gigantic that the able diplomatist who
proposes it may well be excnsed for trying in
every possible way to make the task easier.

‘or this purpose he calls upon the authority
best fitted to answer, to know it the desirable
modifications are practicable,

1t does not seem, at first sight, as if the
great diffieulty would lie in that direction. 1t
is extremely improbable that any considerable
portion of the population of the Islands can
be indueed to learn a foreign language. The
English would not learn French under William
and his suceessors. The Poles will sooner die
than learn Russian, The Magyars prefer isola-
tion to the study of German. And even if
this difficulty were out of the way the strange
and unvarying law of dialect would come into
play, and a new language wonld grow up from
the effort to learn English bearing little more
relation to the language of Shakespeare than
the pigeon English of China, or the Chinook
jargon of onr North-West coast, There are
very ingenious theories to sccount for all dia-
lect pecnliaritics, but it has never been made
clear why a Cockney should say * Heggs" and
not *“Ham™ to save his life, and why a Ger-
man shonld interchange his d's and s, his
p's and b's in a foreign language while pro-
noyncing them correctly iun  his own. It
is probable that however perfect a frame-
work Mr. Mori might be able to pre-
aent to his  econutrymen, he  would find
that Ly the time a few. millions of them
had learned English, it wounld be a language
guch a8 neither he nor Prof. Whitney ever
dreamed of. “But the plan is fascinating and
grandiose all the same, and the disenssion of
it by a man Bo quick-witted and liberal aa
Arinori Mori, and a philologist so thoroughly
accomplished as Prof. Whituey, cannot fail to
be cqually entertaining and instroctive.

THE PAPER-PAYENT UANE,
A proposed amendment to the Patent laws,
now before Congress, contaims the following

clause :

« Apd no extension granted prior to the passage of this
act shall be held invalid by resson of the fact that the
cortificate of extension was pot anpexed before the ex-

piration of such patent.”

This paragraph attracted no attention at
first, and it was not until the amendment had
passed its second veading that its frue intent
was discovered, The only patent that wounld
be renewed by it was then ascertained to be
the French Mellier patent for making paper
out of straw, by the use of alkalies,—a process
now extonsively employed in the manufacture
of printing papers. The patent belongs to the
American Wood Paper Company. s history
is unsavory, It was always of doubtinl valid-
ity—that is to say, its owners claimed that it
covered an extensive debatable ground—and
probably it might have been defeated if man-
pfacturers liad been bold enongh to fight it in
the courts. It expired, however, in 1868, The
Commisgioner of Patents at that time was
urged to renew it, but refused. The day after
he went out of office a renewnl was signed by
his deputy; but the courts ruled that an ex-
tension obtained under -such circumstances was
worthless. Igst April the Company attempted
to get a special bill throngh Congress to revive
it; but the scheme was exposed, and exposure
killed it.

It is estimated that the renewal of this ob-
jectionable patent now would add about one
cent & pound to the cost of mearly all the
printing paper used by newspapers through-
oud the United States, and result in an im-
mense fortune to & combination of powerful
companics who have already been greatly én-
riched by the mﬁ'ﬁ’ﬁﬁ? We pi’osnmeyit is
only necessary to call the attention of Con-
gress 10 this insidious device in order to
secure its defeat, Whatever the Mellief patent
may have been originally, there can be no
queation that its owners have wade out of it
all they are entitled to.

New DANGER® FROM DRUGGISTS,

There is a point in connection with the two
great poisoning cases which have occupied so
much of the attention of the public, that
searcely seems to us to have elicited sufficient
notice. While the conviction and confession of
the defendant place one case on an entirely
different plane from the other®which is ns yet.
open to even more than the doubt that must
always be accorded until o' trial is finished,

these cases have yet omne feature in
common. It is not disputed that it
was  easily practicable for the accused

to have purchased the deadly dgugs, There
seems to be no difficulty with the apothe-
carles, They dispense poisons almost as read-
ily as bair-brushes and soda-water, ¢
is not their poverty but their will that con-
scots. There are restrictive laws about the gals
of poi in C ticut, in Maryland, in
New-York. How does it happen that if auy-
body chooses to mention rats as the subject of
his or her antipathy, arsenic or stryclwine is
purchasable galore? We assert what we know
in saying that this is the fact in this city to-
day, and no questions will be asked of the
purchaser. All that will be done by way of
precaution on the part of the druggist, s to

cut his name off the label, and possibly to

write “poison” thereon. We are not sure—
barring our objections to capital punishment—
that there was not good reason in the old law
that made the sale of poison “ present death, in
“ Mantaa."

We are moved to these remarks by the dis-
covery that when we have made all due
allowance for the possibility of having our
lives endangered by poisons intentionally sold
by druggists; by poisons sold by them aeci-
dentally, when something else is intended;
and by poitons or their equivalent by inef-
fleiency in cases of disease, sold in adulterated
drmgs,—we have not  yet considered
all the perils which the apothecary
may prepare for us. Dr. Fordyee Barker,
in o letter to The Medical Eecord, which calls
forth strong editorial comment from that
journal, relates some instances of a systematic
perversion of preseriptions on the part of
druggists, which, stated under a less authori-
fative name, we should have deemed ineredi-
ble. It appears that it is to a great extent
the custom with certain druggists, when, by a
prescription, a drug is called for that in ex-
pensive, to reduce in the preparation the
amount named in the preseription. For in-
stance: if in a four-ounce mixture, one
drachm of quinine is ordered, but half
a drachm is given. If, however, the
drug ordered huappens to be one which
is not at hand in the shop, a substitntion is
effected. The substitute is usunally in itself
something of no particular effect. The dan-
ger, of course, is most frequently in the
absence of the effect intended. Dr. Barker
gives, however, three nofable instances where
the results might bave been serious, In one
case, the absence of the drug ordered delayed
prompt remedy whera cronp was Indicated,
and, had it sopervened, would have greatly
endangered the patient’s life; in the second,
the substituted drug brought a severe diarrhea
to a lady already much enfeebled; in the third
case there was a poison ‘thus administered,
which occasioned great distress. Fortunately
in each of these cases the close attendance of
the physician enabled him to interrupt the
unfavorable train of consequences. He veri-
fied his suspicions, in each case, by inquiry
and investigation at the drog store.

We do not doubt that the measures taken
last year for the examination of druggists pro-
duced, on theflwhole, an exeellent effect, Since
the examination was enforced we have heard
of none, or at most of not more than one in-
stanee of “accidental poisoning” by preserip-
tion, before so frequent. 1t may, however, be
as necessary to guard against the knowledge
of druggists as against their ignorance. We
put oursgelves in the hands of physi-
eians with fear and trembling. We recol-
leet the sneer of the French ecynie—that
a doctor is one who gives drugs of whose
properties he is ignorant, to cure a disease of
which he knows nothing, in a human body
which he can never understand. But if all
the science of the healing art is to be set at
naught for the sake of a few dimes to be
saved by a dishonest druggist, then are the
chances of sick humanity small indeed. We
are curious—not to say anxious—to see what
reply will be mude by the druggists to the
strictures of the doctor. The worst substitu-
tion we have ever personally witnessed in a
drug-store consisted in filling the bottle of
“ Aqua Distillata” from the Croton pipe.

SONDAY SATURNALIA.

Speaking to the engine-builders of Cinciu-
nati, a short time since, Gen. Leggeit, Com-
missioner of Patents, suggested that it would
be a good thing to change pay-day from Sat-
urday to Monday. “ Saturday nights and Sun-
“days,” he said, * have ruined many men, and
“hronght untold misery upon their families.”
What Gen. Leggett meant was that warkmen
are paid off on Saturday night, and not being
required, in most cases, to work on Sunday,
get drunk and in other ways squander their
wages, The remedy, it seems, is to pay such
men on Monday. Upon this subject we have
something to say.

There is no royal {road to wealth and none
to knowledge, and none, that we are aware of,
to virtue. We haven't much confidence in
little recipes, ingenious devices, and promising
subterfuges for making men good. The im-
portant question is, whether those who make
it & point to get drunk whenever they are
paid off would not, if Monday were pay-day,
get drunk then, keep drunk on Tuesday, and
go spoil a week's work ! If they must get
drunk at all, it seems to us better, at least for
their pockets, that it should be npon a non-
working day, and when the indulgence may
not be followed by loss of employment. A
man may manage to get over his debauch in
season to resume lis labor, after a fashion, on
Monday morning. The consequence of “a
“good time” may not then be so disastrons.
The hard-drinking workman is rightin drinking
his hardest when it will be least expensive
to do so,

We would not be understood as saying ome
word against Gen. Leggett's suggestion. We
think well of it. Only we do not want it to
be regarded as a remedy when at best it can be
nothing better than an uncertain palliative.
Moral courage is not a matter of the day of
the weck, Better than all new arrangements
about pay-day, better than any merely artiff¢ial
precautions,| will, be a good, solid, serious,
honest resolution not to drink aleohol 1 any
form upon any day or upon any night of the
week. If there be any mauliness Jeft fa A
workingman he will not Spéctmy relish this
proposition to put him again into leading-
strings, this plan of treatiug him as if he were
gtill a child. There is only one precantion
which is good fer anything in this matter of
drinking. Nobody ‘who tampers with aleohol
is perfectly safe. He may indulge fn it mod-
crately for years and be its victim at last, or
[, way escape the worsi, live a temperate if

not a fgtally absinent life, and die sober.
We are laying down no Procrustean rule for

anybody., What we say is, that it is better to
run no risk, and there is n’t a semsible man in
New-York who i& in the halit of taking an
oceasional glass who will not agree with us,
It makes no difference to a sober workingman
whether e be paid off on Saturday night or
on Monday morning. None of his money will
go for whisky under any circnmstances, while
Le who Is of too flabby a moral constitution
fo refrain from excess will bg as likely to get
drank on Wednesday as on Saturday night.
The wisest man dogs not make a resolntion
not to become intoxicated. His vow remehes
the root of the whole matter ; and it is a vow
not to drink at all,

Agnin, putting the question of drinking
aside, there ought to be no doubt in the mind
of any rational workingman as tg the best
way of spending the Subbath. It should be,
it is hardly neeessary for us to say, a day of
rational rest and recreation, and of that
charming social inteccourse which week-day
avoeations do not permit. Apart from its
religious observanee, it should be a day dedi-
cated o the wives and children. God help

them when, after looking forward to it throngh
the’ whols week, it only brings, when it comes,
misery and disappointment! When ‘those
who have hoped for the society of the hus-
band and the father, deplore, in sad anxiety
his absence, or perhaps more bitterly still de-
plore his presence! What women suffer from
dronken husbands, what children suffer
from drunken fathers, what mothers suffer
from drunken soms, what sisters suffer from
drunken brothers, it is in the power of no
tongue to say and of no pen to winte. It is
very easy to laugh at the teetotalers and to
make droll references to Mr. Stiggins ; but the
simple harrowing and leart-breaking fact
remains that more than a moiety of all the
misery in this world comes of the unbridled
propensity for strong drink. We have no
monomania upon this subject, and we trust
that we are writing upon it in no fanatical
spirit; but every man who will think serionsly
upon the matter, whatever may be his habits,
will see at once what it is which impedes all
social reforms, which keeps workingmen poor,
and which renders erime an apparently insolu-
ble problem. Every one with a heart muost
feel, and every one with a head must seriously
deplore the great evil; we leave every one (o
determine what is his personal duty in the
promiscs, We are perfectly sure that for
workingmen with families dependent upon
their labor, the rule of abstinence is the best.
Next to this, let the rule of temperance be
observed if possible! Let us, at least, have
sober Saturday nightz and sober Sundays!

OUR DANGER AND OUR SAFETY.

The need of buildings that are at least tol-
erably fire-proof has been sufficiently demon-
strated to onr citizens, Recent events have
not only shown this need, but have elicited
in various instances the expression of a wish
on the part of those who are puliing up
buildings to meet, if possible, the general de-
gire of the community, But hifherto the ex-
pense of fire-proof building has proved almost
an insuperable barrier. No doubt, under these
circumstances, the announcement which we pub-
lished yesterday, from Mr. Arthur Gilman, the
architeet of some of our finest bnildings, that
an effective method of fire-proof construction
conld be adopted which will not add 15 per
cent to the cost, muse have proved a pleasant
sutprise, [t does not appear that the method
proposed will introduce any radical change
in the general appearance of our build-
ings. We shall not be reduced to the
alternative, seriously contemplated, of limiting
the hight to which walls can be safely car-
ried. We may, in short, be as safe as a Furo-
pean city, if we only set abont it. The inter-
est on the additional outlay would be fully
repaid by the saving of insurance, if there is
much storage of valuable goods, In any case,
tenants might he willing to pay more than
the interest on the additional cost, for the
sake of their additional sccurity.

If any one jwill take a look at some of the
tall buildings now going up in this city—es-
pecially those where all the beams and framing
are of wood—and compare them mentally with
the process of building up a fire in a furnace
preparatory to lighting it, he will be struck
by the similarity of design, Everywhere
thronghout each, the prineiple seems to be the
same; to place the fuel, the combunstible ma-
terial, in alternate layers with that which is
less combustible ; to leave spaces through the
mass to provide a good draft; to utilize the

box of walls around it, merely so as
to pile it up high. Looking up at
one of these new buildings before the

flooring 15 laid, is like peering up at the sky
through a lumber pile. They may not bum—
but if not, it is because no fire happens to
start in them. The difference between such
structures and those of Europe, where every
piece of wood is fairly embedded in plaster,
tells the whole story of our danger and our
possible safety, It remains, however, for
some ingenions architect to devise the means
of making the buildings we now occupy fire-
proof, without alterations too great for ovdi-
nary purse-strings.

Prof. Benjamn Silliman of New-Haven, in a latter
réspecting laying telegraph wires underground in
cities, points ont some of the difienlties which in-
terfered with early efforts in this direction, It ap-
pears that gutta-percha covering will not answer
for insulation where it i exposed to the action of
moist earth and vegetable processes, An element to
be carefuily considered in carrying out & general
plan for underground telegraphs in cities is the
facility that must be given for relaying in case of
soecident or of excavations in the streets for con-
structive purposes, If, however, the wire is once
properly laid under ground in insulating material
proof agninst natural agencies of destruction, the
 aleetrieal leakage " is very small; so much smaller
than is possible with wires in air as to be a great
gaving to the telegraph compuny. Prof. Silliman
agroes with us in the belief that a large measure of
uncertainty and inconvenience in the operation of
the telegraph will be permanently removed by the
underground plan in cities, which he deems sntirely

practical.
—— e

There was clearly no room for ke Imperialisl, a
weekly journal which once preached imperialism in
this city ; perhaps there is, howewer, for The Feder-
alist, which has just made its appearance in journal-
isme  The * sample copy,” which has been farnished
to the press, shows that The Pederalist is firm in the
belief that what the Republic most needs is central-
ization. It wants “one Government for all affairs
of national interest,” and it thinks that taxes, rail-
ropds, telegraphs, aud similar matters of public con-

A A%e of fiational interest, and, therefors, should
be exclusively in the handsof the National Govern-
ment. This is fravk (if ugt rank) beresy, Willit by
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The alumni of Yale College some time ago undor-
took to raise for the benefit of their Alma Mater @
fund of $300,000, to be known as the Woolsey Fund.
Ono of their number, Mr, James Knox of Knoxville,
Illinois, has just contriboted to it $10,000, which he
modestly terma * Lis mite,” and we learn that from
all quarters the Committes are receiving the most
enconraging answers to their appeal. There could
not be a gnore eloquent testimony to Yale than the
existence of suck a spirit among its children, v
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Casesof a singdar and fafal diseass have occirrad
at Logna, in Cache Co., Ttah. The pitient is at-
tacked by a palo in the left knoe; the leg bhelow tha
kuee, down to the toes, becomes much swollen,
hardenod, and rod ; the paio then abates; the swell-
ing reeommences above the knes, and axtonds up to
the body, when inflammation seizes the ‘bowels and
the pationt soon dies. Three easos of ihis disease
have occurred ; and the medical wan, who has had
forty years' practice, says be has wever kuown any-
thing like it before,

The Union League Club throw open their spacions
drawing-rooms to the ladies, for the first time this
year, on the 30th of this month. This inuovation
upon the monastin seclysion of Club life has been
proved 8o desirable in recont years that it may
now be considered a permanent foature of the Win-
ter's festivitios, .
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The dew Kingof Sweden is said to be,"a Jovial
m:-nowmm privctical jokes.” '3
gething to be sbout the bigyest praciical joke of the
day ; so ths now Kiug iy just the man for tho busi-
uess.

B |

¥ & e

THE OOAL ORISIS.

GREAT EXCITEMENT IN THE TRADFE.

IMPORTANT MEBTING  YESTERDAY — RADICAL
CINANGE CONTEMPLATED—PRESIDENT GOW-
EN'S VIEWS

The cofl trade of this city was:in great saa-
pense, yesterday, awaiting the result of the conferenes
of the leading men of the great coal companies The
principal rewult of ‘the moating was o taclh nuderstand-
ing that the great companies shall ceads to be sotive
competitots, and shall establish an average wholsadle
price of about 6 for eoal early this year. The repors
of & eomiitios, appointed to sompile information wpon
the bsiness of the localities where competition is closst,
was considered, nud o general discussion took place s
to the moxt effective means of securing harmony of ae-
tion thronghonl tha entire coal trade, Mr. E. A. Quin-
tard supported the views of Mr, Gowen regarding direod
traffic, and it was understood that benecsforth the prin-
cipal companiss will sell small quantities as cheaply as
they will those of 1,000 tuus and wpward, The plam of
the companies are, however, evidently not (ully
mmtired.

Mr. Franklin B. Gowen, inan Interview yasstarday,
guve some further facts rogarding the plans of thn Read
ing Railroad Company and the probable future of the
ooal thade, He said (o substance that it was propossd
heneafarth to bold monthly mectings at which ths an-
tire coal trado of Pennsylvanin would be representad—
the individoal operators as well aa the grest cowpanisa.
A aniform price for coal I8 to be sdoptsll at thass k-
ings, which will do for tho entire trade what the loosl
Doddies, such as the Lebigh Board of Trade, do tor their
reapective localities, Tt is also contemplated to requ-
Inte prices so thut they shill be comparatively nn) form
thronghont the vear., -

This is to be done in opder that the ralrosds sed
canals tway carry conveniently the quantity of coal pro-
dueed, snd to enublc manufsotarers aud consyumers
generally to buy on a8 good terms one month s saother,
Under the present aystem consumers constantly Aéfer
laying in supplies, expecting that cosl may be cheapor &
month or two Iater, or if thoy do purcliase s largs sup-
ply they focl thoy bave lost by the transaotion abould
prices fall afterward, and wree unwilling to repeat ik
This deranges the coal trade without bemefiting the
publio, sud ought to be changed.

Mr. Gowen also sald that the operators in the Sohuyl
Kkill region have hitherto lost heavily by the excessive
commissions which were paid in tronsferring coal from
the mines W colsumers ; beside large quantitiea wors
sold parporting to be from & partioular mine whon it
sest ouly a comparatively small quantity to markot,
and, of course, when the coal substituted was of inforior
quality the character of the mine in question suffered ;
this could not tsko place under the new system. Am
equitable plan has been adopted at Port Blobmoud for
settling the prices of cvsl, and slthough the Hoading
Coal Company is in » winority on the Committes wihich
regulates prices, it solla its own ooal at the fixod, curceal
rate. '

Mr. Gowen conaiders that the prospects of the cosd
trade during the present yoar are very favorabie so faz
48 cegards production. The largely-lnereastd production
of lnst season |a nearly all disposed of, the market has
boen better during the last two months than any other
pariod of the year, and 1t 15 belioved that the atook of
coal on hand at the ciose of the shipping season of 1872
was no larger than that held at the ciose of the previcas
year. The consumption of 1572 may, therelore, be anloly
et Gown at more o 3,000,000 of tums over that of 1871
In making an sstimate of the copsumption of tha season
of 1875, the following faots are velied upon to wirrant
the betief that the incronss of demand above that of (872
will bo vory nesrly as greal as waa Lbak of lsal sosson
over the previous year:

First: The average annual inerease during the past ton
years has been about 0§ per gent of the cousumplion of
Lhe previous your,

second: The great sotivaky of the iron trade duriag
the last 12 months bas induced the ereotion of & |arges
uumbor of new biast-Turnaces tian were ever bulors pat
up 1o o siogie year. Nearly all of these new [urnaces,
which were (o process of ercetion durtng the past year,
will g0 into hlsst early m the coming sewon. In the
regiona dopendent upon the ronds aud canals of the
Company for o supply of fus! there were, during the 1as¢
snnson, 16 now stacks balng built, but tive of which are
yot In blsst. Throughout ail the iron districts of the
country new furnsces are belug ereoted, aod it -
believed that at laast 750,000 of tuna of coal will be
required doring the present year to supply the demand
of new iron-manufacturiog establishments alone.

Third : The extengion of new rallronds (nto the lw-
terlor of the country, sspeolally to the lake porss, which
hus been prosscuted with great aotivity during the last
two or three years, has opened new marketa for Anthrs
cite coal by introducing it into regions of couniry
NLithetto (naccessibio, sud where wood had been shuclly
reliod upon for fuel. The statiatics of the trads show
that for the ordinary purposes of domestic Life it requires
oné tun of conl pev annum  for each member of tha com-
munity using it aa u fuel, But where the centors of manu-
facturing lodustry or lake shipping porta are opensd by
new lines of railway, the consumption per inhabitast
generally exoseds that quantity.

Fourth; The very high poices of ocoal s Eogland will,
it is belloved, mduce the owners of ateamalupa plying
between Europe and the United States to draw a larger
proportion of the supply of coal for thoir yeasels from
Aterica, than they have heretofors obtusined

Fifth : The axceptionally low pries in Ameriea during
the past year has lubroduced cosl,in competition with
wood into distriots whers 1t pover had beem sent
before, and it is well known that when the appliances
for burning anihracite cosl sre onoe introdnced, and e
advantages of that tucl onoe understood, (b 18 usver dis-
placed by any other,

If the above facts Justily the beliel that nearly 3,000,008
of tuns more coal will be required in ™71 thun were sont
to markst in 1872, and If by twelve months of steady
work during 1472 the increased producion of coal over
that of seven months' work during the pravious ysar
was ouly about 5,300,000 tuns, it 18 not noressonabls to
suppose that it will bo difficult to produce this year any
quantity so.greatly in excess of the demand a4 to dopross
the market to any comsmderable degres. The Raading
Company has prepared forthe large incroase of teade
which 1s anticipated by constructing 1,000 eight-whoeled
coal ears aod 7% elght-wheeled freight and passenger
“lr!‘e‘md.lnx this other important changs made nnder Me
Gowen's mansgement, 1o the Wusiness of the Reading
Rallroad—the tarmination of the coutract between that
company and Adams Expreas Company and the addition
of the parcel teaffic to 164 regulne businesa—Mr. Gowen
explained that apon the first of Soptember the t‘.mqma_t
became the ex earriers upon all of 15 own lines
Heretofors  the budlness of  carrying expross
watter snd parcels at high spoed upon  the
senger trains was transacted by the Adams Ex
‘ompany, in the name ofythe Central Express
contract by which s mout‘ly sam was paid to thiis
!nn_r. depending n]:m the amount of the trathic.  In the

ransaction of this business, the Rallrond Company fur-
pished the rosdway, cars and wotive power, and (o many

fustufices not ooly the office room, but the elorks and
ngenta themselves. freight agent
ot its different siations, thus beoaue
Adaws Express Company, and Wy w
from the latter Comp '
upos Lhe nmount of o
eral atations. The reault of this was sot only te dewmoral-
lmthnm;aftgmquu&eof t':;dm‘ﬂl?ﬁ!! - nes ite
meiphers ow t!op! ‘P—' A "NI‘I,
Wﬂé ARTEEY Lot us :‘-:.m Wlllgl- » :‘ﬂ‘.
wmn ul the amonnk of businoss from the Express
mpany, It bocame to their cuniury advantage te
s8nd as much of the tratic of atalions as puossible
by oxphésa, [rom which the Rallreaa ¢ ¥y dort
but » smeli proportion of the recel in of by
Kallroad Company's own freight Unes, (n which case

P n e
hirsiigas dons atl tholr sev-
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culire would bave gone into (he treasury of the
Company. The contract betwoen the Railroad lk{uwl
ayd bie Ex was  bbhoretore terimlun

pross Company
aild on the st of Beptomber, having previously com-
ploted its organization and seoured proper officers in the
cltiea and largo towos, the Company bocame its own ox-

Priss pn:mm, The Express Cow, v

¥ s v and various
stacles o the w of  ila  success, Notwith-
standivg sl twse difficulties, howoever, and notwith-

it.:x‘dm; the fsol that w the organization of » bow bust-
Do, the axpenses igolude a nguwber of olarges inouresd
i lqdllmhiu Lo on Letora any receipts are do-
rive m i, the uet profits of the Company (rom the
5: press business durtng the fivst throe monthas, after de
ucling all expenses, inciuding thoge mwaintaning ofh
cers, organization, and Lorses, befors the busness Was
}“mm;ﬂ:'d' ;-re greater than the amount recelved
rom tus Ex prias Cowpsiy duriug the corrosy
three mwonths nl:'t the pr!utw: rfnfr The et profits

of he tirst  month, after tak off ull  previows
in d in i and w

really reprosent but abont three weeks' pta for aix
woeks' expenditures, wors 36 5-10 peF cont loss than the
o reoeived by the Company the Adaws Ex

s Company during the coures wonth of the
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